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ORDER FOR WORSHIP

MUSIC FOR GATHERINGi Rej oi c e, Rej oi cNancy Haabk | ¢

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

In this season of Advent, we are @& watch and wait and pray for the coming
of the light into the world. We long for the day when the things of darkness
selfishness and greed, suffering and oppredsgirall be no more.

Lord, by your presence, light up the past
That we might learn from it with thankfulness.

Light up the present

That we might live in it with love.

Light up the future
That we might prepare for it with hope.

As we watch and wait and pray, may we be always ready to encounter the
Lord who is already and always with us Amen.
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We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je - sus Dbrings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice shine a - mong us; we are trust -ing in your pro - mise.
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We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je - sus Dbrings peace.



*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Joy-ous light of heav-nly glo - ry, lov-ing glow of God'sown

In the stars that gracethe dark-ness, in the blaz - ing sun of
You who made the heav-ens splen-dor, ev-'ry danc -ing star of
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face, you who sang cre - a -tion's sto - ry, shine on
dawn, in the light of peace and wis - dom we can
night, make us shine with gen - tle jus - tice, let us
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ev - ry land and race. Now as win - ter wraps a -
hear your qui - et song. Love that fills the night with
each re - flect your light. Might -y God of all cre -
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round us, we shall raise our songs to  you. God of day-break,God of
won - der, lovethatwarms the wea-ry soul. Lovethat bursts all chains a -
a - tion, gen-tle Christ wholightsour way. Lov-ing Spir - it of sal-
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shad - ows, come and light our hearts a - new.
sun - der, set us free and make us whole.
va - tion, lead wus on to end - less day.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

A candleburns, the sign of our hope.

God of hope, come again to us this Advent.
May your hope live within us,

to guide our feeinto the way of peace.



Sung during lighting of candle:
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Now  bless the God of Is - ra - el, Who comes in love and pow',
Re - mem - ber-ing the cov - e- nant,God res-cues us from_ fear,
In ten - der mer - cy God will send the day-spring from on high,
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Who rais - es from the roy - al house de - Iliv - 'rance in this hour.

That we  might serve in hol - i - ness and peace from year to  year.
OQur ris - ing sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh.
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Through ho - ly proph- ets God hassworn to free us from a - larm,
And you, my child, shall go be-fore to preach, to proph-e - sy,
God comes to guide our way to peace,that death shall reign no more.
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to save us from the heav-y hand of all who wish us harm.
that all may know the ten - der love, the grace of God most high.
Sing prais-es to the Ho-1ly One! O wor- ship and a - dore!

N
T

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with youAnd also with you.

Stir up youmpower, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and foreveAmen.

FIRST LESSONisaiah 2:15

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
?In days to coméhe mountainofthe or d 6s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hiddi;the natios shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
ACome, |l et us go Uugd,to the mount ai
to the house of the God of Jacob;



that he may teach us his ways
and that we may wal k in his paths
For out of Zion shall go forth instructipn
and the word of theord from Jerusalem.
“He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword againsation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
0 house of Jacolzome, let us walkn the light of thelord!

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

PSALM 122

1l was glad when thegaid to me,
ALet wus goofthebot Heohouse
’Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is buils a city
that is at unitywith itself;
%o which the tribes go up, the tribesof the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the namef the Lord.
SFor there are thhrores of judgment,
the thrones of thaouse of David.
%Pray for the peaceof Jerusalem:
AnMay they prosper who | ove you.
‘Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
8For the sake of my kindredand companions,
| pray for your prosperity.
‘Because of the house of therd our God,
| willseektod o you good. 0

SECOND LESSON: Romans 1314

HBesides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than wedrecame
believers;'the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the work:



of darkness and put on the armor of ligfiet us live honorably as in the day, not
in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy?nstead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Un -ex - pec - ted and my - ster - ious is the gen - tle word of
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grace Ev - er - lov - ing and sus - tain - ing is  the
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peace of God's em - brace. Speak, O  Lord, for we are
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list -'ning in this time wherewe a - wait, for the com -ing of our
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Sav - ior, as God's Word made In - car - nate..

The Holy Gospel according tdatthew the24™ chapter Glory to you, O Lord.

THE HOLY GOSPELMatthew 2436-44

[Jesus said to the disciple¥fi About t hat day and hou
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but onlyRather3For as the days of Noah were,
so will be the coming of the Son of Mafor as in those days before the flood
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ariand they knew nothing until thiobd came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of M&rhen two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be IéffTwo women will be grinding

meal together; one will be taken and one will be féiteep awake therefe, for

you do not know on what day your Lord is comififgut understand this: if the



owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, h
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken

into. “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour. o

The Gospel of the Lord.Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Pastor Kate

HYMN OF THEDAYnh Rej oi c e, Rejoice, Believe



