
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Baptism of Our Lord 

January 11, 2026 
9:15 am Worship  

Live streamed on Zion’s facebook page  

Or posted at  www.zionmanheim.com (Ministry Tab, then video) to view 

 

http://www.zionmanheim.com/


Order for Worship 
 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING  “Shall We Gather at the River” Robert Hobby 

Mary Welliver, French horn 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



*OPENING HYMN   

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 
 



*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you.   

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 

faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
  

 1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth, 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5 Thus says God, the Lord, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 

  7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 



 

 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 

 9 See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

    The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 29 
  

    1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
 

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that 

God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and 

practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to 

the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 



announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 

and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but 

to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after 

he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 

that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 
 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION -verse 1 

 
 

Verse: In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.  Alleluia 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

* GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us 

in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had  

 



 

been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” 
 

    The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON        Pr. Karen Larson                                                                             

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Baptized in Water” 

 
 

 



 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
 

Dear friends, as we have given thanks for the gift of baptism we now come before 

God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the 

Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of 

your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your 

servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom 

you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH: 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 



 

AFFIRMATION BY THE ASSEMBLY 
 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your  

life in Christ?     

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 

new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people 

the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 

joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen. 

 

  INSTALLATION OF ZION’S COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

        Each petition ends: Merciful God, 

       and the congregation responds: Receive our prayer. 

 

*THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

 

A stewardship note:  Offering plates have been placed near the entrance to 

receive your gifts. An additional offering plate is on the stand near the organ. If 

you miss the chance to drop off your offering when you arrive, you are welcome 

to place your offering in the plate at the close of the service. 



MUSIC OFFERING: “The Light of the World” Besig/Price 

Sanctuary Choir 

 

OFFERTORY (remain seated) 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Generous God, 

you have given us life, this community, and gifts of the earth 

that become the meal of your grace.  Move in our hearts, 

that we might use your gifts to bring hope and blessing wherever we go, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you:  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:  

   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 



By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth  

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us.  

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people.  

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours,  

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate,  

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

         as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

                 and lead us, not into temptation  

   but deliver us from evil.   

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

               and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 

INVITATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 

 

”

 

We gather at the Lord’s Table and all are welcome. Communion will be 

distributed by continuous progression at the front of the sanctuary, and you are 

welcome to come forward by side, as directed by the pastor. In addition to the 

pre-poured cups of wine, grape juice (darker in color) is available in the center 

of each tray, and gluten free wafers are available upon request. You are 

welcome to kneel at the rail for prayer after receiving the elements. The 

communion cups may be placed in the small baskets near the end of the pews as 

you return to your seat. 
 



“Shall We Gather at the River” 

 
 



*POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Faithful God,  

you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of 

salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your 

goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN  “I’ve Just Come from the Fountain” 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

 

*THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   



TODAY’S WORSHIP TEAM: 

 

The Rev. Karen Larson, Interim Pastor - Karen Kline, Director of Music    

Communion Assistant – Jody Hess 

Greeter/Usher – Jody Hess 

Lay Reader – Denny Valins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #12172-L. 

Music used by permission under license # CCLI #1530638  

Permission for additional hymns and live streaming Onelicense.com #A-717599 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nametags are placed on the table at entry to the sanctuary. Pastor Karen has 

asked that we begin using these to help her get to know us faster, (and in some 

cases to help us remember each others' names!). Nametags are a gift of hospitality! 

 

Bible Study of the week’s scripture readings begins January 18 and will continue 

Sundays following worship with Pastor Karen at the table in the Rose Parlor.  This 

will be a deep dive into the day’s lectionary lessons, with particular attention to the 

implications for our lives today. 

Weekly Record Last Week Mo. Total Budget 

Attendance (in-person) 43 43 ----- 

General Fund offering 4,890 4,890 20,403 

Greater Zion Offering 185 185 ----- 

Phone:  717-665-5880 

E-mail: zmanheim@ptd.net 

Zion’s web page:  www.zionmanheim.com 

https://www.facebook.com/ZELCManheim 

Check out Zion’s YouTube channel @ 

Zion Lutheran, Manheim PA 

Announcements 
 

mailto:zmanheim@ptd.net
http://www.zionmanheim.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ZELCManheim

