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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Advent 2025:
“The Hopes and Fears of all the Years”

i

1° Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

9:15 am Worship
Live streamed on Zion’s facebook page

Or posted at www.zionmanheim.com (Ministry Tab, then video) to view



http://www.zionmanheim.com/

PRELUDE

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

*GATHERING HYMN “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
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1 “Com - fort,com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor - row’s load.

call - ing us to true re - pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
“ - 2 — 2 < a /\
~fE—F £ s 8 £ € o ¢ T
F=F e ° . o 7 . | ———
7 B r s | P [#] 1 |
| 1 - | = | [T



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*ADVENT PENITENCE
In silence before God we confess our sins.

Silence

Jesus, you came to call us to repentance.

You come in word and sacrament to share your life abundant.
You will come again in glory to renew the whole creation.

*KYRIE
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Ky - ri-e e - let - son, Lord, have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - let - son, Lord, have mer - cy.
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Chris - te e - le - 1 - son Christ have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son, Lord, have mer - cy

God for whom we wait and watch, cleanse us of our sins so that we may come
to share your eternal kin-dom; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

LIGHT OF LIGHT: A CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY

Choir: Light of light, we humbly pray, shine in our hearts today.
Dispel the gloom and dark of night; fill all the world with love and light.



Congregation and choir:

() |

N

N | i
I —— ¥ 7
f i = l? = s s — ! .
|

Y Il 1 | 1 — 1

L
M

I I I I | el
Voi-ces cry out from a world in grief; prayers for those who seek re- lief.
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End their dark - ness, hear their call for peace on earth, good will for all.

Responsive Litany

Advent is a time to wait.

We wait in hope for the dawning light.

Advent is a time to wait for freedom from captivity.
We wait in hope for the dawning light.

Advent is a time to wait for comfort in our sorrow.
We wait in hope for the dawning light.

Advent 1s a time to wait for power in our weakness.
We wait in hope for the dawning light.

Advent is a time to wait for the end of darkness.
We wait for Jesus, the Light of the World.

Candle Lighting

This morning we light the first candle. This candle reminds us that our hope is
in Christ, and that God sent Jesus to be the Light of the World. As we begin
the journey of Advent, may we learn to wait patiently, with hope and
confidence that God’s light will one day illuminate our darkened world.

Closing Prayer

God in heaven, as we begin this season of Advent, we pray that you will teach
us to wait with patience, endurance and trust. Remind us of your everlasting
presence. Fill us with hope for the future and love for humanity. Bathe us in
your eternal, loving light. Amen.
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Voi-ces cry out from a world in grief; prayers for those who seek re- lief.
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End their dark - ness, hear their call for peace on earth, good will for all.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until
the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING: Lamentations 3:55-57
>>1 called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit;
36 you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear
to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
7Y ou came near when I called on you; you said, “Do not fear!”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, let us hear your bless-ed Word.
ﬁb f 1 ]I-—_ I [ J —|.}
D —= =
Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, let it shine forth in the world.
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O-pen our hearts to your teach-ing, all who gath - er you are reach- ing,
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Word of God come down to earth, we a - wait your ho-ly birth.




The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1% chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
*HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:5-13

> In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ¢ Both of them were
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments
and regulations of the Lord.  But they had no children because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were getting on in years.

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn

of duty, * he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to
enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. ' Now at the time of the
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.
"' Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side
of the altar of incense. '> When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear
overwhelmed him. '3 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you will name him John.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Kate

*HYMN OF THE DAY “In the Time of Herod”
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In the time of Her - od, fear had ta - ken hold.
Thick as fog the fear grew, slow - ly creep-ing in
Pierc - ing through the stra - tus comes the an - gels song
In the time of Her - od, fear has ta - ken hold.
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Hope was bur - ied deep and hid - en, rare as gold.
day by day the peo - ple bent and drew with - 1n.
"Do not fear!"rings hol - low when we've feared so long.
Still, we share a long - ing for a glimpse of hope.
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Or - din-ar - vy peo - ple dared not speak a loud.
With the clouds so hea - vy, who could see the stars?
Still in the re - cess - es of our wea - ry souls
Or - din-ar - vy peo - ple shout the truth we trust;
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Dreams  of the Mes - si - ah break - ing through the clouds.
Hope - less-ness had trapped them, strong as pris - on bars.
Some - thing is a - wak - ened, could it be our hope?
God will stop  at noth - ing to be here with  us.
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Each petition ends: Lord in your mercy
and the congregation responds.: Hear our prayer.

*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERTORY “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Mark Miller

OFFERTORY CANTICLE
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We  are a - wait - ing the com - ing of Je - sus,
We bring these signs of  our lives whol - ly giv - en;
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yearn - ing in dark - ness  for light and for peace,
let them  for us be Christ's wine and Christ's bread
f) | | '
G . . ot £ . r . . . f
S —— — | =
long - ing at last to re - joice on that day
poured out in love for the heal - ing of all
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when all peo - ple join in this feast.
and bro - ken  that all  may be fed.
OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching,

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your
people. Prepare the way before us as we live in faith and love,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,



through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly God of glo - ry, God of pow'r and God of might.
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Heav'n and earth de-clare your glo - ry, source of love and source of  light.
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Sing ho - san - na in the high- est. Sing ho - san - na for the birth. Blest the
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one who comes a - mong us! God'sown Son has come to earth.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION and DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

We gather at the Lord’s Table and all are welcome. Communion will be distributed by
continuous progression at the front of the sanctuary, and you are welcome to come
forward by side, as directed by the pastor. In addition to the pre-poured cups of wine,
grape juice (darker in color) is available in the center of each tray, and gluten free
wafers are available upon request. You are welcome to kneel at the rail for prayer
after receiving the elements. The communion cups may be placed in the small baskets
near the end of the pews as you return to your seat.




COMMUNION HYMNS
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O come, O come, E - man - u - el And ran-som cap -tive
O come, O Wis-dom from -  on high, em-brac-ing all things
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Is - ra - el, That mourns in lone-ly ex - ile here
far and nigh;  In strength and beau-ty  come and stay;
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Un -til the Son of God ap -pear. - -
. : Re-joice! Re-joice!
Teach us yourwill and guide our way.
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E- man - u-el Shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.
“Lost in the Night”

0

|
YD I

751

— —
Q&séérbﬁﬁjjé

Lost in the night do the peo - ple yet lan - guish,

1

2 Must we be vain - ly a - wait - ing the mor - row?
3 Sor - row - ing wan - d’rers, in dark - ness yet dwell - ing,
4 Light o’er the land of the need - y is beam - ing;
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long - ing for morn - ing the dark - ness to van - quish,
Shall those who have light no light let us bor - row,

dawned has the day of a ra - diance ex - cel - ling,

riv. - ers of life through its des - erts are stream - ing,
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plain - tive - ly sigh - ing with hearts full of an - guish.
giv - ing no heed to our bur - den of sor - row?
death’s deep - est shad - ows for - ev - er dis - pel - ling.
bring - ing all peo - ples a Sav - ior re - deem - ing.
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Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?
Will you help wus soon? Will you help us soon?
Christ is com - ing soon! Christ is com - ing soon!
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

*SENDING PRAYER

Loving God,

In a world racked with fear, you gather us together.
You set the table. You meet us here.

You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits.
You remind us that this is a joyful feast,

and that fear cannot win every time.

So with renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction,
send us out into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us.

With gratitude we pray, amen.
*THE BLESSING

*CLOSING HYMN “Blessed Be the God of Israel”




JNo

L‘; e e

1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comes to set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais -es up new  hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of  praise,

Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - li - ness and righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of  death and lead us in - to  peace.
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*THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Flowers are presented by Don & Patsy Gabel in memory of loved ones

TODAY’S WORSHIP TEAM:
Pastor Kate Warn, Karen Kline

Greeters/Ushers — Doug & Susan Shaw

Lay Reader — Norm Drescher

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #12172-L.
Music used by permission under license # CCLI #1530638
Permission for additional hymns and live streaming Onelicense.com #4-717599

Weekly Record Last Week | Mo. Total | Budget
Attendance (in-person) 46 155 | -
General Fund offering 5,265 14,150 | 24,573
Greater Zion Offering 175 645 | -----

7/ \We are a family of disciples
Grounded in Christ

Growing in Faith
Branching Out to Others

Phone: 717-665-5880

E-mail: zmanheim@ptd.net

Zion’s web page: www.zionmanheim.com
https://www.facebook.com/ZELCManheim

Check out Zion’s YouTube channel @
Zion Lutheran, Manheim PA



mailto:zmanheim@ptd.net
http://www.zionmanheim.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ZELCManheim

An Advent Affirmation of Faith

We have seen the valley.

We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God.

We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.
So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.
We will reach for each other.

We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.

We will proclaim:

Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.

Amen.



Announcements

We want to thank all who helped with our Thanksgiving Meal this past
week. Your donations and generosity were greatly appreciated.

Our Annual Christmas Tree Decorating event with the Preschool is
scheduled for Tuesday, December 2. As always, we are looking for
volunteers to help with this event. See the sign-up sheet posted on the
bulletin board in the hallway.

Zion’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Cﬂlegert%
immediately after worship on Sunday December 7%, We N
will vote on our proposed budget and elect new council ;? Ff/( o ﬁ p
members. g '

Our next celebration of Table Blessings (Messy Church) will be held
Dec. 7™ at 11:30 am. This family friendly gathering combines worship
and faith formation elements and is geared to engaging younger
generations in the life of the church.

We are once again helping with the Salvation Army’s kettle
campaign. We are looking for volunteers to sign up for an hour or so on
Thurs., Dec. 4™ at Longenecker’s Hardware Store. Sign-up sheet is posted
on the bulletin board outside the office.

The Food Pantry is looking for applesauce, beef stew, canned beets, rice
sides, jelly, cereal, fresh vegetables, and diapers (No used or opened
items; no out-of-date items). Monetary donations may also be sent to the
MC Food Pantry, ¢/o Salem United Methodist Church, 140 N. Penn St.,
Manheim. Please make sure any food items you may be donating are not
out of date. Put donations in the cart outside the church office or drop
them off in the box on the porch of the food pantry at 334 W. Gramby St.,
Manheim.




